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' by Roar Admiral
Chester.

By RKAR ADMIRAI. A'. M. CHESTER,C. S. N.

In writing on the subject of peace
between nations tho late Admiral
I.ord John Fisher, R. N., who for

knowledge of navalism and diplomacy
had but few peers in the world (and
It is upon these two coordinates of

government that England especially is

dependent), said: "This truth Is (and
ever will 1*>) the fact that the only
pact that ever holds and tho only
treaty that ever holds is community
of interests."
Xow communism does not simply

mean harmony between nations in politicalaffairs Hitch a« waa called for

by Lloyd George in behalf of Great
Britain in those dark days of the
world conflict in April, 1917, when he
made his pathetic appeal to the President:"Save or we perish," but it Is
the doctrine of community of propertyas well. In this respect Lord
Fisher's postulate is certainly worthy
of consideration at this time of world
reconstruction.

Freedom of the Seas.

It should be remembered that the most
potent factor of discord that ever existed
b« tween the mother country and her
offspring, now gro.vn to man's estate
and competent by number of people, if
not by age of government, to take the
lead of th: table in the community of
nations, has been "the freedom of the
seas," on which the commerce of the
country depends. We have fought the
"Gueen of the Seas' once for it and we
nave been on the verge of war many
limes'In our little family quarrels since
mat conflict took Place in its behalf.
.Let us hope that ancther war with her
vill never occur again.
The history of the world shows that a

ration lives by its commerce, that great
evstem of barter and exchange which
ip the life spring of a community. A
iountry may have a superabundance of'
natural resources, but unless these be
developed to their xullest capacity and
»xehanged for commodities that cannot
to produced in the home land in such a
way as to protect the balance of trade
progress ceases and decadence follows.
Home markets alone do not give the
incentive for trade needful for the developmentof ou- national life. Foreign
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tlie best Inducements for the expansior
of our trade in Asia, but when our na
tion was in its early childhood "spherei
of influence" were established arount
its eastern borders by European nations
which still act as a bar to our progresi
in that direction, to say nothing of r
still greater barrier that is now belni
constructed against American trade it
the Ear East by the Japanese.

In the early half of the last centurj
we did have a fighting chance for com
merclal equality with our principal rlva
of those days and our young'and ex
panding merchant marine bade fair t<
take the head of the line in the world'i
industrial fleet; but this ambition wai
rudely shattered by the British people
who took advantage of our misfortune lr
the civil war and drove the America!
flag from the fhce of the ocean. The]
acknowledged their mistake in the break
ing of solemn treaties by paying ui
$15,500,000 as an indemnity for oui
actual losses (but not a penny for oui
consequential damages) while they haw
reaped a harvest equalling thousands 0!
times that amount as an offset to th<
award of an International court. Shal
we permit the misfortunes of anothei
war again to bar our right to a fail
niiutc: ui viie win 111 a inue wun me rseai
East, where "spheres of influence" ar<
now being established similar to thos<
long ago set up In the Far East to oui
great disadvantage?

Definite Pulley Needed.

The representations made by our Gov
ernment recently to Great Britain an<
France asking equal opportunities foi
the citizens of this country in the de
vclopment of oil fields In Mesopotamii
assure us that the president, at loast
will not permit our rights there to b
Jeopardized, but we want a policy, no
a dictum of a short lived Administration
to Indicate our rights In the progress o
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. the German Government hail not ir
t structed him to interfere. And so o

, Compared with his success in blockin
' British enterprises in Asiatic Turkey,, h

killing: of American enterprises wi
child's play ; but his work was effectiv
Finally disaster overtook the America
capitalists, and ultimately they too

- their louses and withdrew.
1 "That experience would not be r<
r peated tinder the new conditions, bi
- the knov ledire of it still llngrers and
i likely to make American capitalists hes

tate. Yet there Is no more lnvlttnsr del
s foi Investment abroad than in the Nei
t Fast, and there is none which may 1
i. made with greater benefits for the pei
f pies of those countries."
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JEW YORK HERALD, S
»- That fairy tsle 1* but a replh-a of
:e :>muicali> all reporta that aro permittedto come to thin country from th>
sh Near East, where they are cooked up
ct for American consumption to accord
>e with the political Interests of the count-trj dominating: for the time being the
n. political situation of these long sufferinlug mandated count cs.
'a
,n Here Are the Facta.

The facts of the case are as follow s:
'n In the year 1908 I was detailed by

.the Secretary of State to represent the
"* United States at the Ninth International
ln Congress of Geographers, which took
il> pluce ut Geneva In July of that year,
®" and knowing o' my Intended trip to the
>r Continent Mr. Charles A. Moore of New
n York asked me if I would be willing to

investigate a proposition for the con"tstructlon of a railroad In Turkey whose
i- value had been brought to his attention
t' by governmental and other authorities,
it I .said that with the. approval of the
t0 State Department I would do so.
"i Whereupon I was furnished with a

s. commission which is as follows:
i* Chamber of Commerce, New York,

May, 1908.
1- Dear Sir: In view of the great
r changes that may occur In the dvVveiopment of trade with the east
w the Chamber of Commerce of the

Vnft( u'hlrh is enm-

le posed of leading men of this comdmunlty, is deeply interested in the
'B future outlook for the participation
ie of our country in this development,
n As chairman of the committee on

is foreign commerce and the revenue
t- laws of the chamber I am deslritous of contributing as much as may

bo in my power toward promoting
our commercial Interests in the
countries of Asia and eastern Euitrope that are now opening their

n doors to Western civilization and
i: trade, and I therefore take the 1H>iecrty of addressing you on this subitJect.
n Understanding that you are about
s to engage in a mission partly offiiecial and partly civic which may lead

you Into the vicinity of these countstries, it appears to me that in offi1cer of your position in the navy of
il the United States, which has as one

d of its chiefest glories the credit of
laying pathways across the seas for

s. our commerce, may be able to seltcure ready access to Information
3t that might be of benefit to our

w chumber as well as to kindred ormganizations of this country which
1, are seeking light in this direction.
,d I will write to ask, therefore, your
ls engagements permitting, if you will
1. kindly furnish me at the end of your

,y trip abroad with a report of any

,y matters that you think will tend to
4S the betterment of our country's forlseign trade or upon any other subv.jects that in your opinion are of Injsterest. or advantage to the Chamber
d of Commerce of the State of New
)r York.
ly Ocstav H. Schwab. Chairman,

Committee on Foreign Commerce and
n_ the Revenue Laws.
ig
(h Carried Other Credentials.

^ Credentials of a similar character to
e' the foregoing were received by me from
n the New York Board of Trade and

Transportation, but the commission Issuedby the Chamber of Commerce was
'* based on one under which Lord Charles

Beresford of the British navy was sent
's to China by the United Boards of Trade
'1- of Great Britain to report upon the posII slblllty of Increasing the British trade
tr in the Far East. My mission was to
3e the Near East, where we practically
o- had no trade at all. although the Americanpeople were spending millions of

uantitv
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le Herald is so

er kind that it
i in quantity."
ly or Sunday

diately made an excuse by some Euro-
pean chancelleries In Constantinople to
carry out their selfish alms against the
Turk; and, as I was later told by the
Ottoman Minister to tho United States,
he received commendation from the Sut-
tan for his efforts to prevent the two
countries from being embroiled in an in-
ternational war, while 1 was offered and
refused a decoration from the Sultan for
my pacific actions in the Ottoman capitalat the same time.
Upon reaching Constantinople in June,

1908, I was met with a most cordial Invitationfrom the Sultan Abdul Hamld to
"make myself at home" in his "beautiful
headquarters" ; and upon making known
the object of my visit in less than a

month's time I was tentatively granted a

concession to build a railroad from the
vicinity of Alexandretta to and along
the Euphrates River as far as we desiredto go. Coupled with this grant
was a request from his Majesty that
the American company to be formed to
take over this convention should also
undertake the construction by itself, or
allocate to other industrial concerns,
the entire public works of the Ottoman
Empire, his only stipulation being that
the American syndicate, representing a

people who had no political axes to
grind in Turkey, should have charge of
the work and be responsible for the ful;filment of the contracts.
On July 23 I proceeded to Geneva, In
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order to take part In the International
Congress of Geographers sitting there,
with an assurance from the powers that
be In Constantinople that upon my re-
turn to the city after the termination
of the congress the railroad convention,
as per plan submitted, would be ready
for my signature. I was expected also
to confer with the head of the syndicate
In Paris regarding the extensive pro-
gramme laid out for the company by
the Ottoman Government. But on the
very day that I left Constantinople for
the west reports were received of the
breaking out of a bloodless revolution
In Turkey that was to place the Empire
upon a constitutional basis; Abdul
Hamid was shorn of his power to grant
concessions and finally deposed from bis
high estate as Sultan. Thus the conventiondid not materialize and Abdid
Hamid never had anything to do with
the Chester project as it stands to-Uaj.
The entire negotiations for the franchise
took place under the regime of the
Young Turks, the leaders of which were
Ottoman subjects, tho most of whom
were born and brought up In France
anil England and familiar with Occidentalmethods.

Aflnr tlir* ituf fr»n hurl hppnnip flip

prime law of the land concession seekers
from almost all parts of Europe flocked
to the old Byzantine capital to secure
control of the Industries in the Empire
and strong competition between the rival
concerns Interested In Turkey at oneo
set in. My reports to the American
syndicate seemed to appeal to Its members.and Mr. Arthur Chester, formerly
an officer of the United .States Navy,
itvas sent to Constantinople to push the
claims, already on file at the port, to
construct railroads to Syria. Later Mr.
J. S. Colt, a railroad man of prominence.
WM also assigned to the commission In g
Constantinople, and after two years' ex- P
plorutions in Asia Minor and Syria, at
a very considerable expense, working
against bitter opposition on the part of
the Bagdad Railway company, strongly
supported by Baron von Biebenstine, the
German Ambassador to the T'orte. the
company came to an agreement with the
Ottoman O-overnment concerning the
project to build railroads in Asia Minor.

) '
Viiitinanndor Crtnvrn t uIn led.

The convention was sent to Parliament
for confirmation in June, 1911, upon the t

insistent demand of the leaders in the
national legislature, where the Americans '

were especially strong In the popular
mind, and there was but little doubt that ||
Only three days were left, however, to

consider the matter fit a protracted session,and it was deemed best to let the
bill go over for the action of the next
session of Parliament, beginning in November.After the passage of a law
placing the convention, the ilrst matter
to be taken up by the new Parliament
was this. While arrangements were beingmade in New York to carry out the
contract, war between Italy and Turkey
broke out (In September, 1911) and
further action regarding the taking over
of the concession was deferred until war
should come to an end and the Ottoman
Government was so notified.

After the convention was submitted to
Parliament every Government in Europe,
througli the chancelleries in Constantinople.recognized the successful terminationof (lie contest by sending congratulationsto tin American Ambassador in
Constantinople for his diplomatic efforts
in securing the concession, and Sir Bab
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ington Smith. K^iancial Agent of Cfceat
Britain, k^lvi a banquet to the Amencan
ouceasixmarles In Coitstantinople, publlclyfelicitating ttiem <*n ffielr work.

firruiiin AMItude friendly.
It should be said In justice to Germany

that even Its people acquiesced in the
generally accepted verdict, In fasor oi
the Americans. Herr Baling, who built
up the most remarkable steamship com.

pany in the world, the Hamburg-AmericanLine, in the twinkling of an eye, so
to speak, and who. It ia said, was sent to
Constantinople to kill me concession, becameextremely- friendly wiyi CommanderArthur Chester, the American
concern's chief agent in Turkey, both
before and after, as said by The New
York Herald, "th<j Chester project had
unexpectedly been brought into harmtoiy
with the interests oLJh- Bagdad KailroadCompany and rwti®- d." It rnay be
further added thdt ist thouPit Mr.
Ballin had something t)p do'in the matter
of bringing about tire "community of
interests."
The Bagdad Railroad Company was

pleased that we had accepted a route
for our |ne that did not cross theirs at
>i vital point, and we wfere satisfied by
b"|ng offered better conditions than
those asked for.
So marked was the confidence the

chief German negotiator apMarcd to
take iu the fair dealings of the 'Americansthat it Is no breach of confidence
now to state that when this-cruel war
began, in 1914, Mr. BaIIIii offered Mr.
Chester nji option to purchase the ships
of the Hamburg-America^! Line, while
be refused hundreds of other applicants
for the privilege of acqnirlng the ships
for Americans. Our constrictors
during Bryan's reign, however, would
pot permit of our taking over these vesselsat a time when they would have
been a means of shorteniig; the war, and
would have saved the loss of billions of
American money, due to lack of stfBesmanship.Even the Kaiser himself, inter
tliis conservation of^Gerpiun Interests
ivas assured, sent xwir* to our Government,through the American Ambassador
vt Berlin, that the Qerman people not
inly did not object tqnAmerlcans going
:o Turkey to build railroads, hut would
welcome them there for that purpose.

ASK SOLDIERS TO GIVE
SONUS TO AID WOUNDED

County Legion Hopes Thus to
Establish a Fund.

The New York county organization of
he American Legion has Indorsed a
>lan to ask all former soldier*receiving
he State bonus who can afford to do so
o-contribute the money, or any part of
t, to a fund to be u^*i fog->wounded
nen. The decision to reuse such a fund
vas made us a result of the report of a

ipeclal corrmiittee appointed by the
ounty orgamzation to investigate conlitform »mnn<r thn wniinfltu! «till
n the hospitals.
The commtttec»Aound that \#ille those

inder Government treatment are being
veil cared for th(*c a»e thousands of
ormer service men suffering disabilities
suiting from the war. Tbelr dlsablltlesMr many instances did not appear

mtll a$er they had left the Government
iervice, and they do noti know Ijpw t£>
fo about getflng £e best advice and
roatment.
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Mme. Lydia Lipkowska.

MME. LIPKOWSKA SINGS
HERE NEXT SATURDAY

Offers Difficult Programme
for Carnegie Hall Concert.
Next Saturday night at Carnegie Hrffl

lovers of song will have an opportunity
of hearing Mme Lydia Lipkowska. the
coloratura soprano, who is making her
first appearance in concert In this countryafter a period of tour years.
The difficult programme which Mma.

Lipkowska will reader is as follows:
Italian group."Ar non eredea mlrarti,"Donizetti "Se tu m'aml," Pergolesl;"Vlolette," Scahlattl; "Bel Ragglo,"

Rossini.
Russian group."Snow Maiden," Rlmsky.Korsakoff;"Cradle Sing," GretclianinofT;cavatlna and rondo. Glinka;

"If I Only Knew," Tschalkowsky.
French group . "Bell Song" from

"Lakme." Dellhes; "Ca fait peur aux
n (<U>.1I1Y " T'a til Viornai-a ,i~ "V \f
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